
November 29th, 2016

Dear friend of SAVE,

As each year comes to an end, we write a letter that will be read by more than 2,500 people across the

country and over 50,000 through social media with the goal of touching your heart.  As you might imagine,

this is no small task.  So, long before it goes out we ask ourselves, “What should it say?”  This year we

decided that I would write you a personal letter.

My connection to SAVE began when SAVE was merely a dream.  I was a close personal friend of Adina

Wrobleski, the first Executive Director and original founder, who brought a group together to create

SAVE in 1989.  Three years before that she and I used to talk about what a suicide prevention organization

could be and what it might do.  She wanted to make it okay to talk about suicide and I wanted to bridge the

gap between the science of suicide and everyday conversation.  As she embarked on building SAVE, I

began a clinical career and helped her by creating training programs in hospitals and clinics, conducting

depression screening days and raising awareness of suicide at health fairs. Suicide was personal for me, as

it was for Adina and our founders.  I lost my first patient to suicide, and in time would lose 4 more. I also

lost a close friend that I grew up with and a relative; they were all tragedies that hit me hard.  When I

became the Executive Director my goal was to make SAVE the leading national suicide prevention

organization. I am proud to say that with the leadership of our Board, great staff, amazing volunteers and

all of you that have supported us, today we are exactly that!

None of this could have happened without many people through the years and 2016 was no different. Our

National Outreach Network doubled in size in just two years with charters now in 10 cities. SMART

Schools and SMART Colleges programs are being requested across the country. The Rise Above Fest for

SAVE was the largest suicide prevention awareness event ever held in one place at one time with nearly

12,000 people in attendance!  We also  began the development of the world’s first and only Peer

Connections program that will launch in March, 2017 and launched the newly designed SAVE.org.

(Tour de SAVE Portland 2016)

"Thank you for your profound and inspiring presentation to our group. It has started numerous conversations and a
few preventative projects." -Barbara W. 



Sincerely,

Dan Reidenberg, Psy. D. 

Executive Director

PS-remember, to have your donation matched,we must

receive it by December 31st!
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In March we held the first ever National Summit to
Re-Think Suicide Prevention that resulted in an

article to be published in a peer reviewed journal.  

 Throughout the year we led international task forces

to create the first ever set of Media

Recommendations for Reporting on Mass Shootings

best practices as well as the new Blogger and Social

Media Guide.  

 We launched the first ever regional and national

Award for Excellence in Journalism in Suicide

Prevention.  

We took our experience in leadership of the National

Council, SMART Schools and Media Guidelines to

Tokyo as invited presenters at the Asia-Pacific

conference.  

Thank you again for your past support and involvement in SAVE.   I also want to share a message, one of many

we received this year, from someone who was helped by the work that we do.  

We partnered with the Ryder Cup and were the

largest charity working at the 3rd most watched

sporting event in the world.  

 We partnered with Josten’s to help develop a

video about suicide and mental health that will be

seen by more than 1 million youth across the

country.  

We partnered with SAMHSA as their In-Kind

Nonprofit Organization of the year at the VOICE

Awards.  

 We began a partnership with a leading insurer to

try and find innovative ways to use data to improve

healthcare outcomes.  

 We partnered with Captivate to help get our PSAs

in office building elevators across the country.   

LEADERSHIP PARTNERSHIPS

2016 marked a year of leadership and partnerships.  

"In January of 2001, I went to your website. I knew
something was terribly wrong with me, and I was

spiraling fast. I got onto the computer and saw on your
home page the question "Are you suffering?" That was

the word. I got my mom, told her I was in trouble and off
to the hospital I went. It's been 15 years and I'm still
here. Thank you so much for having a place to go for

people who are in trouble." -Kristin F.

(Dan and his dog Reba)

Only by working TOGETHER can we achieve our goals of reducing suicide and SAVE more lives.  This might

start with me, but it takes much more than that. I am doing my part, not just with my time, but also with my

resources. So, to support SAVE, I am giving more this year towards our annual campaign and I hope that you

will join me in this effort.  Whether you give $5, $10, $100 or more, your donation will make a difference.  It

will have an impact.  It will SAVE lives.  And this year your donation helps more than ever, as one of our

special partners, the Mall of America, has given us $5,000 as a Matching donation!  Donations given in

December will be matched up to $5,000 – your donation will be doubled!!


